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Membership of CEDAW Committee[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Membership.aspx ] 


The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women is established under article 17 of the Convention. It is composed of 23 experts who are elected by secret ballot by States parties. The Committee is tasked with the review of the reports of States parties submitted in accordance with article 18 of the Convention. 
A total of 104 experts have served as members of the Committee since 1982.
The Optional Protocol to the Convention, which entered into force in December 2000, empowers the Committee to consider communications submitted by individuals or groups of individuals alleging violations of the Convention in States parties to the Convention and the Optional Protocol. The Optional Protocol also entitles the Committee of its own motion to inquire into grave or systematic violations of the Convention in those States parties where this procedure is applicable, in accordance with articles 8 and 10. 
Committee members serve in their personal capacities, and not as representatives of the States parties which present their candidature.
The members the Committee consist of a Chairperson, three Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur.
The persons elected to the Committee are those nominees who obtained the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States parties present and voting.

Table: Current composition of CEDAW Committee
	Name of Member
	Nationality
	Term expires on 31 December

	1. Ms. Ayse Feride Acar 
	Turkey 
	31.12.2018

	2. Ms. Gladys Acosta Vargas
E | S 
	Peru 
	31.12.2018

	3. Ms. Nicole Ameline
	France 
	31.12.2020

	4. Ms. Magalys Arocha Dominguez
E | S
(Vice-Chairperson)
	Cuba 
	31.12.2018

	5. Mr. Gunnar Bergby 
	Norway 
	31.12.2020

	6. Ms. Marion Bethel 
	Bahamas 
	31.12.2020

	7. Ms. Louiza CHALAL*
E | F
(Vice-Chairperson)
	Algeria 
	31.12.2018

	8. Ms. Naéla Gabr
	Egypt 
	31.12.2018

	9. Ms. Hilary Gbedemah 
	Ghana 
	31.12.2020

	10. Ms. Nahla Haidar 
	Lebanon 
	31.12.2020

	11. Ms. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari
(Vice-Chairperson)
	Israel 
	31.12.2018

	12. Ms. Yoko Hayashi
	Japan 
	31.12.2018

	13. Ms. Lilian Hofmeister 
	Austria 
	31.12.2018

	14. Ms. Ismat Jahan
	Bangladesh 
	31.12.2018

	15. Ms. Dalia Leinarte
(Chairperson) 
	Lithuania 
	31.12.2020

	16. Ms. Rosario G. Manalo
(Rapporteur)
	Philippines 
	31.12.2020

	17. Ms. Lia Nadaraia 
	Georgia 
	31.12.2018

	18. Ms. Aruna Devi Narain**
	Mauritius 
	31.12.2018

	19. Ms. Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia***
	Nigeria 
	31.12.2020

	20. Ms. Bandana Rana 
	Nepal 
	31.12.2020

	21. Ms. Patricia Schulz
	Switzerland 
	31.12.2018

	22. Ms. Wenyan Song 
	China 
	31.12.2020

	23. Ms. Aicha Vall Verges A | EF
	Mauritania 
	31.12.2020



NEWLY-ELECTED MEMBERS OF CEDAW COMMITTEE

Results of the election of the members of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women to replace those whose terms are due to expire on 31 December 2018[footnoteRef:2] [2:  See: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Elections2018.aspx] 

The Twentieth Meeting of States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women was held on 7 June 2018 at United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
The purpose of the meeting was to elect individuals to fill the twelve positions on the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women which will become vacant on 31 December 2018. 
At the outset of the Meeting, Ali’ioaiga Feturi Elisaia (Samoa) from the Asian Group was elected to serve as its Chair, Inigo Lambertini (Italy) from the Western European and Others Group and Christine Bailey (Jamaica) from the Latin American and Caribbean Group were elected Vice-Chairs.
The individuals elected to fill the twelve positions on the Committee are:
	Name of candidate 
	Nationality 

	Ms. Gladys ACOSTA VARGAS
	Peru

	Ms. Hiroko AKIZUKI
	Japan

	Ms. Tamader AL-RAMMAH
	Saudi Arabia

	Ms. Louiza CHALAL
	Algeria

	Ms. Naéla GABR
	Egypt

	Ms. Lia NADARAIA
	Georgia

	Ms. Aruna Devi NARAIN
	Mauritius

	Ms. Ana PELAEZ NARVAEZ
	Spain

	Ms. Rhoda REDDOCK
	Trinidad and Tobago

	Mr. Elgun SAFAROV
	Azerbaijan

	Ms. Genoveva TISHEVA
	Bulgaria

	Ms. Franceline TOE BOUDA
	Burkina Faso
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